
 

Thank you for your prayers and DONATIONS!

BÖCEKS IN TURKEY

Disaster Relief Support, Izmir Protestant Church

February 10, 2023

Dear Believers in Christ,

We are writing to provide you with a clear and 
comprehensive plan for the disaster relief support we are 
seeking for our brothers and sisters in the aftermath of the 
recent earthquakes in Maras, Turkey.

As you may know, the earthquakes have affected over 15 million people and have left many without 
homes, basic necessities, and proper infrastructure. Our assistance plan consists of four phases:

1. Immediate Help
2. Permanent Help

Email news updates: https://bit.ly/boceknews.
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Dear Friends and Family,
As you are surely aware, Turkey just experienced the most devastating earthquake in the long history 
of our earthquake-prone area. Ten districts are destroyed and 15 million people affected.

The area most impacted has a fledgling church. And sadly, one of the families lost was the pastor of 
the Antioch church, Hakan, and his wife Pola. Their 8 year old son, Yoel, survived. He prayed the 
following at his parents’ funeral.

“Thank you Lord for taking my parents from this wicked world, from this world that is getting worse 
every day, to your paradise.  They are safe today, they are in the best place today, by your side.  Thank 
you for that, Lord.  I can't thank you enough for these.  We will suffer, we will grieve, but soon we will 
rejoice.  They are happy and glad that we are alive.  I thank you, heavenly Father, that one day I will 
be able to see them again.  You are a good God.  I know how much you love them, that's why you took 
them with you.  You took them with you so they wouldn't suffer.  We love you, heavenly Father.  I 
can't thank you enough.  By your mercy they were taken up.  I thank you, glorify your name, 
Amen….”

We would like to share Izmir Protestant Church’s relief support plan, and at the same time ask for you 
to prayerfully consider partnering with us for these disaster relief efforts.

God bless you, Fikret & Darlene Böcek 

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.”  Matthew 25:40

3. Continuous Help
4. Reconstruction Help

[The expansiveness of the destroyed region]



 

Phase 1: Immediate Help
In this phase, we will prioritize providing immediate needs to the affected area. We have already sent 
a relief pack on February 8 and are planning to send another one on February 13 through official 
organizations. We are financing this phase with our church budget and donations from our members, 
as well as sending a team of two or three individuals to the disaster zone to identify additional needs. 
This team will also aid Christians in the area, including a relief pack and further opportunities for aid 
as identified on-site.

Phase 2: Permanent Help
One of the biggest needs in the disaster zone is housing, as nearly all buildings were destroyed and it 
will take years to rebuild. We are hoping to work with Ahbap, a trusted non-governmental 
organization that has experience in building container-base houses in disaster zones, to build 80 
container-base houses in total. Our plan is to build two villages, each consisting of 40 houses. For the 
Second Phase, we aim to raise  $440,000 for 80 shipping container houses (in other words, two 
container house villages consisting of 40 houses) and the groundwork. 

Phase 3: Continuous Help
In light of the widespread destruction, the affected people will require ongoing support, including 
medicine, food, and other basic necessities. Our goal is to continue to support these individuals, 
especially those who will reside in the container villages we hope to build. This will provide a 
significant opportunity for our witness to the surrounding community.

Phase 4: Reconstruction Help
While this phase may not be immediate, we hope to be prepared to assist in the rebuilding efforts of 
Christian homes and churches in the future. This is a tentative plan, as it is difficult to predict what 
the situation will be in the coming years.

In conclusion, the earthquakes have resulted in a dire humanitarian crisis, with over 18,500 lives 
confirmed lost and over 12,000 apartment buildings collapsed as of today. We assume that 200,000 
people are still under the collapsed buildings. As the Izmir Protestant Church, we feel a responsibility 
to extend a helping hand to our brothers and sisters in Christ and to our neighbors in need. We are 
grateful for your consideration and any support you may be able to provide.

Please let us know if you have any questions or need 
any additional information.

Thank you for your continued support and prayers.

Sincerely,
Izmir Protestant Church 
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